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OPENING REMARKS

· BEFORE I MAKE MY REMARKS, PLEASE ALLOW ME TO EXTEND MY HUMBLE GRATITUDE AND HONOUR TO THE SCHOOL FOR INVITING ME TO ADDRESS TODAY’S IMPORTANT OCCASION, WHICH IS THE END OF YEAR SPEECH AND PRIZE GIVING DAY.
· THIS IS AN IMPORTANT EVENT ON THE CALENDAR OF THE SCHOOL, AS IT REFLECTS ON THE CHALLENGES YOU FACED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, CELEBRATE SUCCESSES AND IDENTIFY OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE FUTURE.
· AN EVENT LIKE THIS ALSO PRESENTS ALL OF YOU WITH A MOMENT TO REVIEW THE OUTCOME OF YOUR COLLECTIVE PARTNERSHIP, OR LACK THEREOF, OVER THE PAST MONTHS AND ITS IMPACT ON THE PERFORMANCE OF THE SCHOOL.
· PROGRAMME DIRECTOR, I WISH TO SPEAK TO THIS GATHERING ON A TOPIC THAT IS NOT ONLY CLOSE TO MY HEART, BUT IS ALSO RELEVANT AND IMPORTANT TO ALL OF US – YOUNG AND OLD. THAT IS SELF DISCIPLINE. WITHOUT DISCIPLINE, GOOD CHARACTER AND RESPECT, YOU WILL NOT ACHIEVE MUCH IN LIFE. 
· GOOD MARKS WILL TAKE YOU TO GREAT HEIGHTS, BUT RESPECT AND GOOD CHARACTER WILL KEEP YOU AT THE TOP.
· A GOOD CV CAN GET YOU THE JOB, BUT WITHOUT THESE ATTRIBUTES, YOUR CAREER WILL REMAIN STUNTED. 
· YOU WILL WATCH YOUR PEERS GET PROMOTED LEFT, RIGHT AND CENTRE, WHILE YOUR OWN CAREER IS AT A STANDSTILL, OR EVEN REGRESSING.
· WE ALL BELIEVE IN SUCCESS. WE ALL WANT TO SUCCEED IN OUR STUDIES, CAREERS, BUSINESSES AND LIFE IN GENERAL.
· BUT THE CRITICAL QUESTION IS: DO WE HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS?
· THE SUCCESS THAT I AM TALKING ABOUT IS ONE THAT COVERS EVERYTHING ABOUT YOUR LIFE - SOCIALLY, ECONOMICALLY, INTELLECTUALLY, PHYSICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY.
· WHILE WE ALL DREAM ABOUT SUCCESS, IS IT NOT AN IRONY THAT ONLY A FEW ACTUALLY SUCCEED IN LIFE?
· MAYBE WE SHOULD ASK OURSELVES HOW THOSE FEW ACHIEVE THE SUCCESS.
· AMONG MANY REASONS, YOU FIND THAT THOSE WHO ARE SUCCESSFUL IN LIFE APPLY THESE PRINCIPLES THAT I WILL BE TALKING ABOUT TODAY.
· THE MOST IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE IS DISCIPLINE.  
· NO PERSONAL SUCCESS, ACHIEVEMENT OR GOAL, CAN BE REALIZED WITHOUT SELF DISCIPLINE.  
· IT IS SINGULARLY THE MOST IMPORTANT ATTRIBUTE NEEDED TO ACHIEVE ANY TYPE OF PERSONAL EXCELLENCE AND OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE.
· IT IS THEREFORE IMPERATIVE TO BE AWARE OF ONESELF AND TO TAKE ACTIONS TO ACQUIRE SELF-DICIPLINE.

WHAT IS SELF-DISCIPLINE?  

· SELF DISCIPLINE IS SACRIFICE!
· IT IS THE ABILITY TO CONTROL ONE’S IMPULSES, EMOTIONS, DESIRES AND BEHAVIOUR.  
· TO APPLY SELF-DISCIPLINE, YOU MUST MAKE HARD CHOICES, MAKE SACRIFICES NOW FOR A FRUTIFUL YIELD AT A LATER STAGE.
· THAT MEANS TURNING DOWN IMMEDIATE PLEASURE AND INSTANT GRATIFICATION IN FAVOUR OF GAINING THE LONG-TERM SATISFACTION AND FULLFILMENT
· IT MEANS SACRIFICING ADDICTIVE FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT NOW IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE HIGHER AND MORE MEANINGFUL GOALS LATER.
· THOSE WHO HAVE SELF-DISCIPLINE HAVE THE ABILITY TO MAKE DECISIONS, TAKE ACTIONS, AND EXECUTE THEIR GAME PLAN REGARDLESS OF THE OBSTACLES, DISCOMFORT, OR DIFFICULTIES, THAT MAY COME THEIR WAY.
· CERTAINLY BEING DISCPLINED DOES NOT MEAN LIVING A LIMITING OR A RESTRICTIVE LIFESTYLE.  
· NOR, DOES IT MEAN GIVING UP EVERYTHING YOU ENJOY, OR, TO RELINQUISH FUN AND RELAXATION.
· WHAT IT REALLY MEANS IS LEARNING HOW TO FOCUS YOUR MIND AND ENERGIES ON YOUR GOALS AND PERSEVERING UNTIL THEY ARE ACCOMPLISHED. 
· DISCIPLINE ALSO MEANS ONE MUST ENDURE SOME HARDSHIPS NOW IN ORDER TO ENJOY GAINS TOMORROW.
· IT ALSO MEANS CULTIVATING A MINDSET WHEREBY YOU ARE RULED BY YOUR DELIBERATE CHOICES RATHER THAN BY YOUR EMOTIONS, BAD HABITS, OR BEING SWAYED BY OTHERS.  
· SELF-DISCIPLINE ALLOWS YOU TO REACH YOUR GOALS IN A REASONABLE TIME FRAME AND TO LIVE A MORE ORDERLY AND SATISFYING LIFE.
SELF DISCIPLINE ATTRIBUTES

· OF THE VARIOUS SELF DISCIPLINE ATTRIBUTES THAT I KNOW, CHARACTER IS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT.
· CHARACTER CAN BE DEFINED AS THE INWARD MOTIVATION TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT REGARDLESS OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND THE COST. 
· IT SPRINGS FROM THE HEART AND IS REVEALED BY WHAT A PERSON DOES, EVEN WHEN NO ONE IS LOOKING OR, LET ME SAY ESPECIALLY WHEN NO ONE IS LOOKING.
· CHARACTER AFFECTS YOUR DECISIONS, YOUR WORDS, YOUR ATTITUDE, YOUR GOALS, YOUR RELATIONSHIPS AND YOUR ACTIONS.  IT IS ONLY THROUGH BUILDING CHARACTER THAT YOU CAN REACH YOUR FULL POTENTIAL.

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF GOOD CHARACTER

· YOU HAVE A BRIGHT FUTURE.
· YOU HAVE INTEGRITY.
· IT SHIELDS YOU FROM TROUBLE.
· IT PROLONGS YOUR LIFE.
· YOU HAVE PEACE, SELF ACCEPTANCE, SELF CONFIDENCE AND SELF SATISFACTION.
· IT ATTRACTS FAVOUR TO YOU.
· IT LEADS TO A PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE.
· IT HELPS YOU TO SERVE AS A ROLE MODEL.
· IT INCREASES PRODUCTIVITY AND ACCOMPLISHMENT.
· YOU ARE A BLESSING TO YOUR PARENTS, TEACHERS AND THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE AND A SOURCE OF HOPE FOR YOUR COUNTRY.
· CHARACTER SPEAKS ON YOUR BEHALF EVEN IN YOUR ABSENCE.

HOW TO DEVELOP A GOOD CHARACTER

· RESPECT YOUR SELF, YOUR PARENTS, YOUR COMMUNITY, YOUR TEACHERS AND YOUR COUNTRY.
· BE A MASTER OF YOUR DESTINY.
· ADD VALUE TO YOUR SELF AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
· EARN YOURSELF INTEGRITY AND CREDIBILITY.
· MAKE HISTORY AND LEAVE A GOOD LEGACY.
· BE HUMBLE.
· RESPECT AND COMPLY WITH THE LAWS OF THE COUNTRY. PEOPLE SHOULD NOT MISTAKE YOU FOR A CRIMINAL.
· DO NOT CARRY DANGEROUS WEAPONS – COMMITTING A CRIME MAY DENT YOUR FUTURE.
· LISTEN TO THE GOOD TEACHINGS OF YOUR PARENTS AND TEACHERS.
· DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED BY FAILURE.  TAKE IT THAT FAILURE HAS TAUGHT YOU HOW TO SUCCEED.
· BE TRANSPARENT AND ACCOUNTABLE AND DETEST CORRUPTION.
· PUT YOUR WHOLE HEART IN WHAT YOU ARE DOING NOW.
· RESIST EVIL INFLUENCES AND DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIOUR. THE LESS YOU ASSOCIATE WITH SOME PEOPLE, THE MORE YOUR LIFE WILL IMPROVE.
· AVOID ALL SEXUAL POLLUTION AND TEMPTATION.
· DEVELOP A HEART FOR GOD, HIS WORD AND HIS WAYS.
· REMEMBER “THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY ONE IS UNDERSTANDING” (KUCALA KWEKUHLAKANIPHA KWESABA NKULUNKULU. NEKWATI LONGCWELE KUKUCONDZA) PROVERBS 9:10.
· HAVE A SOUND MIND AND A RIGHT ATTITUDE.
· UNDERSTAND GOD’S PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE AND WALK INTO THE FUTURE GOD HAS FOR YOU.
· CHOOSE FRIENDS WISELY. THE BIBLE WARNS IN 1CORINTIANS 15:33 “BAD COMPANY CORRUPTS GOOD CHARACTER”.
· IF YOU RUN WITH THE WOLVES, YOU WILL LEARN HPW TO HOWL BUT IF YOU ASSOCIATE WITH EAGLES, YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO SOAR TO GREAT HEIGHTS.
· UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS TIME FOR EVERYTHING.
· KNOW THAT WHATEVER YOU DO TODAY WILL DETERMINE YOUR FUTURE.  YOUR FUTURE IS TODAY.
· BE TRUSTWORTHY AND HONEST – THE GREATEST ASSET IN YOUR LIFE IS TRUST AND HONESTY.  
· PEOPLE MUST HAVE CONFIDENCE IN YOU AS A PERSON.  BE AWARE THAT IF YOU TELL A LIE ONCE, CONFIDENCE IN YOU WILL DIMINISH.  PEOPLE WILL NO LONGER TRUST YOU BUT WILL TOLERATE YOU.
· CONQUER YOURSELF BEFORE YOU CONQUER OTHERS.
· EXERCISE PATIENCE AND TOLERANCE.
· MAKE EDUCATION YOUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY. 
· EDUCATION WILL OPEN DOORS TO YOUR DREAMS, HOPES AND GOALS.
· AS YOUNG PEOPLE, USE EDUCATION AS WINGS TO FLY YOU TO HIGHER AND FAR DESTINATIONS.
· DO NOT SPEND YOUR LIFE REGRETTING OPPORTUNITIES YOU DID NOT TAKE. WHEN YOU SEE AN OPPORTUNITY, GRAB IT AND MAKE IT YOURS
· IT IS ONLY EDUCATION THAT WILL PAVE THE WAY FOR YOUR SUCCESS.  IT IS NOW THAT YOU SHOULD MAKE JUDICIOUS CHOICES FOR THE FUTURE.
· BE AWARE THAT ANY EDUCATION WITHOUT GOD THE ALMIGHTY IS EDUCATION WITHOUT EDUCATION.

WHAT DESTROYS A GOOD CHARACTER?

FAILING TO UNDERSTAND:
· WHO YOU ARE, WHERE YOU COME FROM AND WHERE YOU ARE GOING.
· THAT THERE IS A ROLE THAT YOU MUST PLAY AS AN INDIVIDUAL.
· THAT YOU MUST LEAVE A MARK.
· THAT YOU ARE NOT LEARNING FOR YOUR PARENTS BUT FOR YOURSELF.
· THAT TIME IS A PRECIOUS COMMODITY THAT NEEDS TO BE MANAGED.
· THAT IT MATTERS WHO IS YOUR FRIEND.
· THAT WHATEVER YOU DO WILL HAVE A RESULT. “WHATEVER YOU SOW YOU WILL REAP” GALATIANS 6:7.
· LAZINESS, NOT WORKING HARD AND LACK OF COMMITMENT LEADS TO POVERTY AND SOCIAL SUFFERING.

MESSAGE FOR TEACHERS

· TEACHERS CARRY A HUGE AND IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITY. 
· YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE SCHOOL IS COMMENDABLE.
· I CAN ONLY URGE YOU TO CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER AND CO-OPERATE SO THAT THE SCHOOL CAN PRODUCE GOOD LEADERS OF INTEGRITY IN THIS COUNTRY.
· AS WE CONTINUE TO TRANSFORM AND DEVELOP OUR SOCIETY, WE LOOK TO TEACHERS AND THE EDUCATION SECTOR TO CONSISTENTLY SEARCH FOR INNOVATIVE AND SUSTAINABLE IDEAS AND FORMULAS, WHICH WE CAN USE TO RESPOND TO THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL CHALLENGES WE FACE. 
· WE THEREFORE FACE THE CHALLENGE OF ENSURING THAT INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS SCHOOLS ARE BOTH RESPONSIVE AND PLAY A LEADERSHIP ROLE IN KEEPING US INFORMED ABOUT SUCH TRENDS AND THEIR IMPACT IN OUR LIVES. 
· TEACHERS ARE AT THE CENTRE OF THIS TASK, AND WE DO NOT TAKE YOUR WORK LIGHTLY. 

TO PARENTS

· I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK PARENTS FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND PARTNERSHIP WITH THE SCHOOL
· YOUR ROLE IN ENSURING THAT THE SCHOOL ACHIEVES ITS GOALS CANNOT GO UNNOTICED.
· I ENCOURAGE YOU TO ALWAYS WORK WITH THE TEACHERS AS A TEAM.





TO THE GOVERNMENT
· ALLOW ME TO ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THE CONTRIBUTION OF GOVERNMENT IN PARTICULAR THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND THE REGIONAL EDUCATION OFFICE WHICH HAS HAD A SIGNIFICANT INPUT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SCHOOL.
· IF THE TEAM SPIRIT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT, THE SCHOOL AND THE COMMUNITY IS NURTURED, THE SCHOOL WILL NOT ONLY ACHIEVE BUT SUSTAIN GOOD RESULTS.

CONTRIBUTION OF HIS MAJESTY KING MSWATI 111

· PROGRAMME DIRECTOR, ALLOW ME TO PAY SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO HIS MAJESTY KING MSWATI 111 FOR HIS SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO EDUCATION IN SWAZILAND. 
· THROUGH TIBIYO TAKA NGWANE, MANY SWAZIS ARE OFFERED BURSARIES AND SCHOLARSHIPS EACH YEAR BOTH LOCALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY, WITHIN BUDGET CONSTRAINTS.  
· IT IS HIS MAJESTY’S WISH THAT ALL SWAZIS MUST ACQUIRE THE NECESSARY SKILLS TO DEVELOP NOT ONLY THEMSELVES BUT THEIR FAMILIES, COMMUNITIES AND THE ECONOMY.



CONCLUSION
AS I CONCLUDE, ALLOW ME TO EMPHASIZE THE FOLLOWING:

· YOU MUST KNOW THAT WHAT WILL MAKE YOU SUCCEED IN LIFE IS EDUCATION, EDUCATION AND MORE EDUCATION.  
· HOWEVER, YOU MAY HAVE GOOD AND THE HIGHEST EDUCATION BUT IF YOU DO NOT HAVE GOOD DISCIPLINE, IT IS ALL IN VAIN.
· THE DIVIDENDS OF DISCIPLINE IS A BRIGHT FUTURE AND IT CREATES SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES.
· SELF-DISCIPLINE DEFINES YOUR CHARACTER AND INTEGRITY.  UNFORTUNATELY YOU CANNOT BUY CHARACTER AND INTEGRITY, BUT YOU MUST EARN IT.

CONGRATULATING AWARD RECIPIENTS!!

· FINALLY, I WILL HAVE FAILED IN MY DUTY IF I DID NOT CONGRATULATE THOSE WHO WILL RECEIVE AWARDS TODAY.  
· YOUR TIRELESS EFFORTS AND FOCUS ON YOUR STUDIES HAVE PAID.  
· I CAN ONLY URGE YOU TO PERSEVERE AND ENHANCE THAT EFFORT FOR GREATER SUCCESS TOMORROW.
· TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT MADE IT TODAY, DO NOT DESPAIR.  
· LEARN FROM YOUR MISTAKES, AIM HIGHER NEXT TIME.
· SPECIAL RECOGNITION TODAY GOES TO THE MOST RESPONSIBLE STUDENT IN THE ENTIRE SCHOOL.  SUCH A STUDENT HAS NOT ONLY EXCELLED ACADEMICALLY BUT HAS SUSTAINED A DESIRED CHARACTER AND EARNED THE RESPECT OF TEACHERS. I HAVE A SPECIAL GIFT FOR THIS STUDENT WHICH I WISH TO PRESENT AT THIS TIME. THE STUDENT IS THEMBA HLOPHE.
· CONGRATULATIONS

THANK YOU

GOD BLESS YOU ALL
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